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Rainolds' Letter to Thornton 

I beg leave to report an error in my article An Elizabethan De- 
fense of the Stage (Shakespeare Studies by Members of the Depart- 
ment of English of the University of Wisconsin, Madison, 1916, 
pp. 103-124). On page 108 of this paper I asserted that the letter 
of Rainolds to Thornton, dated February 6, 1591/2, had never been 
published. Hence I printed the letter (pp. 108-111) from Corpus 
Christi College us. 352, referring to a substantially similar version 
of it in Bodleian Tanner us. 77. Professor Kittredge has kindly 
shown me that the text from Tanner MS. 77 is printed in The 
Archaeologist and Journal of Antiquarian Science, edited by J. 0. 
Halliwell, No. 3, November, 1841, pp. 114-117. The existence of 
the edition from Tanner ms. 77 appears to have been overlooked by 
recent writers on the Oxford academic drama (See F. S. Boas, 
University Drama in the Tudor Age, Oxford, 1914, p. 232, et pass.; 
Cambridge History of English Literature, Vol. vi, p. 528). In 
spite of my regrettable error, I venture to hope that my text from 
C. C. C. ms. 352 may not be thought entirely superfluous. I ought 
to say that in comparing the text in The Archaologist with photo- 
graphs of its original, Tanner ms. 77, I have observed a certain 
number of misreadings. 

Karl Young. 

University of Wisconsin. 
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The Rudiments of Criticism. By E. A. Greening Lamborn 
(Oxford, At the Clarendon Press, 1917). This book is to supply, 
" in a small compass and in a simple style, a general introduction 
to the meaning and scope of criticism." It has been prepared by 
a Headmaster of a school, who has persuaded himself that a record, 
of his methods and of suggestions and conclusions verified by his 
experience as a teacher may with advantage be put into the hands 
of less experienced teachers of poetry and into the hands of their 
young pupils. The aim is to promote in the young the study and 
appreciation of poetry, and the fundamental doctrine to be incul- 
cated is that poetry is to be read primarily for the form of its 
matter. This view of the significance of the form of poetry begets 
the titles of the chapters: What is Poetry? Rhythm and Rime; 
Poetry is Music; Sound and Sense; Stanza-Form; Pictures in 
Poetry; The Figures of Speech; Other Artifices and Other Arts; 
Poetry is Formal Beauty. The chapters are short and in the form 
of persuasive exposition and discussion, not in that of text-book 



